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Cencius had been master of the castle of St. Angelo,
and the master of the castle of St. Angelo was an im-
portant partisan for the Pope. The Normans might
now seem to have done their work; for some offence
they were excommunicated in their turn by the fearless
Gregory; the Counts of Tusculum were to be the pro-
tectors of the Eornan See. But Cencius was afterwards
suspected of dealings with the excommunicated Guibert.
He was attacked and taken; the castle of St. Angelo
for a time dismantled; the life of Cencius was spared
only on the merciful intervention of the Countess
Matilda.p Cencius therefore had long arrears of re-
venge ; success would make him an ally who might
dictate his own terms to those who had a common
interest in the degradation of Gregory. Master of the
Pope's person, he might expect not merely not to be
disowned, but to claim whatever reward might be de-
manded by his ambition.

On the eve of Christmas-day the rain had poured
A.D. 1075. down in torrents. The Romans remained
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by Cencius. m their houses; the rope, with but a few
ecclesiastics, was keeping the holy vigil in the remote
church of Santa Maria Maggiore. The wild night
suited the wild purpose of Cencius. The Pope was in
the act of administering the Holy Communion, when a
fierce shout of triumph and a shriek of terror sounded
through the church. The soldiers of Cencius burst in,
swept along the nave, dashed down the rails, rushed to
the altar, and seized the Pontiff. One fatal blow might
have ended the life of Hildebrand and changed the
course of human events; it glanced aside, and only
^rounded his forehead. Bleeding, stripped of his holy

- Cencius, according to Lamberty had been excommunicated by the Pope,